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reserves. They were Germans taking stock
of the available food supplies.
The control extended in some places to
a virtual occupation by a host of German
officers and armed detachments. Their
presence held out to the French population
the dreary prospects of the times to come:
more plundering, more tightening of the belt
and possibly German occupation.
Their life is misery now. It is hunger
ahead. Will it be starvation next year?
But I will not conclude this chapter on a
note of despair. I will, as I have done
before, register the little signs which speak
to us of the real feelings and the true hopes
of the French people. A friend of mine
had the opportunity to accompany a French
waterworks3 engineer on a tour of inspection
through a rural district; on this occasion he
met a score of country people from little
villages and remote farms. One of the
farmers said to him: "We pray for the
British.9* A neighbour concurred with a
nod; but, proud of the anti-clerical tradition
of the rural South, he added: " If we could
pray, we would . . ."
The Socialist Maire of a tiny village, with
due solemnity, went to his desk and, taking
a sheet of paper out of the drawer, showed